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has come from the President of the 
United States. Yet every day, 48 chil-
dren and teens are shot in murders, as-
saults, and suicides in this country 
and, as well, over $200,000 in costs for 
health care is part of the tragedy of 
gun violence. 

I would hope that this Presidency 
will join Members of Congress for re-
sponsible gun safety to save lives, and 
stop catering to the special interests of 
the National Rifle Association—not its 
membership, but its leadership who are 
taking advantage and using this as a 
moneymaking machine. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to my con-
stituent and longtime friend Mr. Johnny Mata 
on his 80th Birthday. 

Johnny Mata is a longtime Houston activist 
who is the presiding officer of the Greater 
Houston Coalition for Justice. 

He has been a champion of social justice, 
education, and civil rights in Houston and 
across the State of Texas fighting to improve 
the criminal justice system. 

He served his country with distinction in the 
United States Army and later joined the Gulf 
Coast Community Services Association, where 
he served for 32 to years helping struggling 
families to make better lives for themselves. 

His life has been a commitment to service 
on behalf of those less fortunate, particularly 
in the Latino communities where his out-
spoken voice against prejudice and injustice 
has had a profound effect on our criminal jus-
tice system. 

Johnny Mata has held numerous leadership 
positions including six terms as the Director of 
two local districts and two terms as Texas 
State Director for the League of United Latin 
American Citizens. 

He is responsible for bringing to the fore-
front issues regarding law enforcement and 
education in the Hispanic community and has 
been nationally recognized for getting public 
school districts to hire more Hispanic edu-
cators and administrators. 

In 1999, Johnny Mata founded the Greater 
Houston Coalition for Justice, an umbrella or-
ganization of more than 25 civil rights and ad-
vocacy groups dedicated to raising awareness 
of human rights issues and to addressing defi-
ciencies in the Greater Houston area’s crimi-
nal justice system. 

In the same spirit as Cesar Chavez, Johnny 
Mata is an inspiration to us all because of his 
kind spirit and humble heart that allows him to 
continue his fight for the least of these and for 
those who just need an opportunity to achieve 
the American dream on a level playing field 
with fair and equal justice for all. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend Johnny Mata for 
his deep and abiding commitment to the 
causes of social justice and equal rights and 
offer him the very best for his continued suc-
cess fighting for change and also to recognize 
his contributions to this country on his 80th 
birthday. 

Johnny Mata is an American hero. 
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TRUMPCARE 2.0 

(Mr. RUIZ asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. RUIZ. Mr. Speaker, with 
TrumpCare 2.0, Republican leaders 
took a bad bill and made it worse. 

On top of causing at least 24 million 
more Americans to be uninsured, rais-
ing costs for middle class families, im-
posing an age tax on older Americans, 
and making everyone pay more for less 
coverage, this bill now guts protections 
for patients with preexisting illnesses 
and removes the essential health bene-
fits: guaranteed coverage for things 
like prescription drugs, emergency 
care, maternity care, and mental 
health. All this while still giving bil-
lions in tax breaks to millionaires. 

Stop being ideologically driven. Put 
people above partisanship. Put patients 
first, and let’s work for a bipartisan 
plan to reduce out-of-pocket costs for 
care and medicine for all Americans. 

f 

AFFORDABLE COVERAGE 

(Mr. GARRETT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, over 
the past days we have heard a great 
deal of rhetoric as it relates to health 
care and what the best policy for the 
United States is. In fact, as we address 
the Affordable Care Act, which the 
Democratic Governor of Minnesota re-
ferred to as unsustainable and former 
President Clinton referred to as the 
craziest thing, we understand that the 
words ‘‘Affordable Care Act’’ do not, in 
fact, apply. 

The paradigm, Mr. Speaker, needs to 
be this. It need not be whether or not 
Americans have coverage. In a time 
when Americans, two-thirds of whom 
cannot afford $1,000 in a time of finan-
cial crisis, as we see premiums and 
deductibles soar—$4,000, $6,000, $10,000— 
the paradigm should be: Do they have 
access to care? Because, in a world 
where you can’t pay your deductible, a 
premium or catastrophe creates an 
unaffordable outcome, and then cov-
erage is a piece of paper that does not 
grant you access to what is truly im-
portant, and that is care. That should 
be the paradigm in this debate going 
forward. 
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THE FIRST 100 DAYS 

(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, tomorrow 
marks 100 days of the Trump adminis-
tration. So let’s take a look. 

What does that 100 days mean? It 
means hundreds of vacancies still left 
in important agencies like State and 
Defense, hundreds of hours wasted on 
meaningless executive orders, hundreds 
of miles flown back and forth to Mar-a- 
Lago to play golf, hundreds of edu-
cational and cultural programs on the 
chopping block, hundreds of acres of 
public lands under threat, and hun-
dreds of programs that benefit million-
aires while causing hundreds and thou-

sands of seniors to worry about losing 
Meals on Wheels, working families los-
ing their health care, DREAMers losing 
their protection, women losing Planned 
Parenthood, and ordinary folks losing 
money out of their pocket to pay high-
er tax bills because of the new pro-
posal. 

That is not much of a record, if you 
ask me. But what it also means is 
there are hundreds and thousands of 
voices rising up saying: We will resist, 
and we will persist. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP’S BROKEN 
PROMISES 

(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
call our President’s attention to the 
working families both in New York’s 
capital region and across our great 
country who are hurting from his bro-
ken promises during his first 100 days 
in office. 

President Trump promised during the 
campaign that our working families 
would never be forgotten again. He has 
forgotten to keep that promise. This 
President promised to get lobbyists 
and special interests out of our govern-
ment. Then he filled his Cabinet with 
former lobbyists, Wall Street and oil 
company executives, and other billion-
aires. 

Now reports are coming out that nu-
merous members of his administration 
were exempted from his widely pub-
licized 5-year lobbying ban; therefore, 
it is no surprise that his policies, again 
and again, put corporate interests 
ahead of America’s middle class and 
working families. 

President Trump promised to punish 
companies that outsourced American 
jobs. Instead, he has continued to 
award lucrative government contracts 
to these outsourcing companies, re-
warding them for bad behavior and 
doing nothing to hold other bad actors 
accountable. 

As a candidate, Donald Trump called 
NAFTA the worst trade deal ever ap-
proved in our country. He promised to 
hold China accountable for its bad be-
havior on trade. Mexico and Canada 
called his bluff this week on NAFTA. 
Instead of accountability, President 
Trump has offered China sweetheart 
trade benefits to get them to keep 
promises they had already made in 
dealing with North Korea. 

We know the difference between al-
ternative facts and real results. We all 
do. 

f 

RURAL AMERICA 

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today for rural America. I represent 
the central coast of California, one of 
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